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Dunes International School
Plot no 19; Shabiya 9; Mussafah; Abu Dhabi; P.O Box 5121
Tel.: 0097125527527
school code : 90201 | Affiliation number : 6630051

HOMEWORK POLICY
Introduced: December 2015
Review 1: December 2021
Review 2: December 2023
Review 3 April 2025
Next Review : April 2027

DEFINITION:

Homework is an assignment given to a student to be completed at home and is considered to be
an Integral part of the school’s Academic Program. This includes, but is not limited to, written
exercises, reading, oral preparation, research activities, creative tasks, revision, and digital
assignments. It helps students to reinforce what they learn in class and develop independent
learning skills.

PURPOSE:

The purpose of this policy is to establish guidelines for homework assignments and to provide an
engaging and learning environment which fosters the students’ intellectual and personal growth
including their self—esteem.

RATIONALE AND PHILOSOPHY:

Homework, when purposefully designed, extends the learning that begins in the
classroom. This school believes that well-crafted homework develops independent
thinking, reinforces knowledge, cultivates self-discipline, and builds lifelong study
habits. We are equally committed to protecting student wellbeing and ensuring that
homework never becomes a source of undue stress.

This policy is grounded in the following principles:
e Learning should be joyful, meaningful, and age-appropriate.
e Homework must add value — it is not assigned for the sake of quantity.

e Every child has a life beyond school: family time, physical activity, rest, and personal
interests are equally important.

e Parents are partners — not supervisors — in their child’s learning.
¢ Homework must never be used as punishment or a behaviour management tool.
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POLICY:

Purpose What it looks like

Consolidation Exercises that reinforce skills or concepts taught in class that
day or week

Extension Tasks that take classroom learning further, encouraging
deeper exploration

Preparation Pre-reading or pre-thinking before a new topic is introduced
in class

Practice Timed or repetitive tasks to build fluency (e.g. mental maths,
spelling, reading)

Project / Research Independent inquiry that builds research, organisation, and
presentation skills

Reflection Journaling, self-assessment, or review tasks that build

metacognitive awareness

e Quality homework assignments reinforce and extend classroom learning with the following
attributes:

Relevance

Purpose

Reflecting specific student needs/interests.

Providing students with choices to reach learning goals.

Providing clear expectations for completion.

May involve family members or home context.

Evaluated for understanding and not as part of a student’s marks (unless partially

completed at school).

Homework is assigned as per child’s ability and learning.

Students with learning support needs receive modified homework aligned to their

Individual Education Plans (IEPs).

e Homework is not to be used as a form of punishment or disciplinary action.

e Care is taken that homework does not overburden the child.

e Homework relates to other learning activities such as school activities, family commitments,
personal interest and overall personal and social development.

e Homework is set and marked in line with the curriculum.

e Tasks are differentiated and well structured.

e Pupils understand the purpose of the homework task.

e |tis clear to pupils how their homework consolidates and extends the work they are doing in
school
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CLARITY OF INSTRUCTIONS

e All homework tasks must include written instructions that are clear and self-explanatory.

o Pupils will be required to record the homework tasks in homework diaries/ Planners/ online
postings, to ensure their understanding of them, and demonstrate a commitment to spending
an allotted time on completing the tasks set.

e Students must understand both what they are doing and why before leaving school.

e Pupils will be required to record the homework tasks in homework diaries/ Planners/ online
postings, to ensure their understanding of them, and demonstrate a commitment to spending
an allotted time on completing the tasks set.

e They will return their work on the given date/time.

e Parents will encourage and monitor homework and inform their child’s teacher if an issue
arises.

e To ensure that the volume and due dates of homework assignments do not impose undue
burden on students.

COMPETENCY-BASED TASKS (NEP 2020)
e In line with NEP 2020 and CBSE’s competency-based education shift, homework must
where possible develop higher-order thinking skills.
e Tasks should include application, analysis, and creation — not only recall and reproduction.
e Real-life and case-based tasks are encouraged, particularly from Class VI onwards.

ASSIGNING HOMEWORK:

While daily reading is recommended for KG and Cycle 1 grades, teachers may exercise their
discretion in whether or not to assign homework on a given day.

Long-term assignments: When assigning long-term assignments such as research papers and
projects, teachers to give students ample notice and sufficient time to complete the assignment.
Teachers should consider the students’ other homework obligations when giving such
assignments. If the long-term assignments are supposed to be included in a student’s progress
reporting, some elements of the assignment are to be completed in class.

School Holidays Homework: For students in KG, Cycle 1 and Cycle 2, no homework other than
reading is assigned on extended holidays. Long-term assignments are not to be due on the first
day back to school after a long holiday weekend or school vacation.

Prohibited Practices

e Assigning homework as punishment or in response to class misbehaviour.

¢ Setting homework that has not been taught in class or explained clearly to students.
e Expecting parents to teach new content at home.

e Overloading students with homework on Sundays or the eve of exams.
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e Assigning homework during school exam weeks unless it is revision-focused.
e Using homework as a substitute for in-class instruction.

ASSESSMENT OF HOMEWORK:
Homework is a learning tool, not a primary assessment instrument. The following standards

apply:

All assigned homework must be collected, acknowledged, and responded to within a
reasonable timeframe.

Feedback must be formative, actionable, and focused on learning — not simply marked
correct/incorrect.

Homework is not included in a student’s summative grades unless a portion was
completed in class under teacher supervision.

Teachers should identify patterns in homework errors and use these to inform in-class
teaching.

Outstanding or creative homework may be recognised and celebrated (e.g. displayed,
shared in class) to motivate students.

Homework completion rates should be monitored and discussed at regular department
meetings.

GUIDELINES AND CONSIDERATIONS:

Grades 1 and 2

Homework completion not to exceed thirty minutes.

Work based on the reading program and is set regularly for ten minutes.

Parents are requested to be the audience or assist their ward if she/he needs help.
Other aspects of literacy such as learning spelling words, and short written activities are
also planned.

Mathematics, Science and Social Studies worksheets and activities reflecting classroom
learning.

Reading / Recitation of Qur’an - every day for five to ten minutes

Reading of Arabic text — everyday 5 to 10 minutes.

Grades 3to 5

Homework completion not to exceed forty five minutes.

Reading and spelling homework given daily while other literacy activities including
preparation of a plan for a written task, preparation of a talk class, or a book review.
Memory tasks such as poetry or multiplication tables feature.

Activities or worksheets to consolidate class room learning.

Reading / Recitation of Qur’an - every day for five to ten minutes.

Reading of Arabic text — everyday 5 to 10 minutes.
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Grades 6-Upwards

Homework assigned is not exceeding forty five to ninety minutes to complete.
Additionally, every weekend one piece of homework will be given which will involve
research work by the individual student.

Sometimes extended pieces of homework will be set and in such cases; guidelines will be
issued and a timescale suggested for completion of the task.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Teachers
Responsibility Standard / Expectation
Assignment design Ensure all tasks are purposeful, curriculum-aligned, and
appropriately differentiated
Workload coordination Coordinate with subject colleagues to avoid overload on
any single day
Clear instructions Provide written instructions in the diary / LMS before the
student leaves class
Timeliness Collect, acknowledge, and return feedback within an agreed
departmental timeframe
Record keeping Maintain a record of assigned homework and submission
status
Escalation Follow up with students who consistently fail to submit;
inform parents and HOD where needed
Holiday tasks Ensure holiday homework follows this policy’s guidelines
Students

Record all homework tasks accurately in the homework diary, planner, or school LMS on the
day it is assigned.

Manage time effectively — begin homework on the day it is assigned where possible.

Seek clarification from the teacher before leaving school if instructions are unclear.

For missed work due to absence: proactively approach the teacher to agree a reasonable
make-up plan (Class VI and above).

Regularly review teacher feedback and use it to improve future work.
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Academic Integrity:

Students are expected to complete their homework independently with minimal assistance
from their parents, caregivers, relatives, peers or others. Students who submit homework
completed by others are requested to redo the assignment.

Use of Al tools (e.g. generative Al) to complete homework on the student’s behalf
constitutes academic dishonesty.

Al tools may be used as a research aid or study tool where explicitly permitted by the teacher
and with proper acknowledgement.

Where plagiarism or copying is identified, the student will be required to redo the
assignment. Repeated violations will be escalated in line with the ADEK’s Guidelines for
Managing Student Behavior and the school’s behavior management framework.

Missed Assignments: Students are expected to complete homework assignments to the best of

their

ability and in a timely fashion. Students in Grade 6 and above are responsible for visiting

their teachers to create a reasonable plan for making up missed homework, including any work
assigned when the student was absent. Students who routinely fail to submit assigned
homework will have to face consequences in line with the ADEK’s Guidelines for Managing
Student Behavior and the school’s behavior management framework.

RESPONSIBILITY OF PARENTS

Showing an interest, motivate and encourage child.
Provide a consistent, quiet, and distraction-free study environment.

Be available to interpret assignment instructions, offer guidance, answer their queries, and
review the completed work but resist the urge to provide the correct answers or complete
the assignments on child’s behalf. The goal is guided independence, not correct answers.

Establish a regular daily homework routine — same time, same place helps children self-
regulate. Check the homework diary or school LMS daily class plan to stay informed of
assigned tasks. Encourage children to do homework on the same day.

If you find that it's often taking significantly longer than guideline provided, talk to your
child's teacher promptly.

Celebrate effort and completion — not only marks and results.

Communicate any circumstances that affect homework completion (illness, family events)
to the teacher in advance where possible.

STUDENT WELLBEING
Our Commitment to Wellbeing

Homework must never compromise a student’s physical or mental health.

If a student is visibly distressed by homework volume, the teacher must be notified
immediately.

Students undergoing personal difficulties, exam stress, or health challenges may be
granted extensions at the teacher’s discretion.
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e The school’s counselling team may be involved in cases where homework anxiety is
persistent.

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP

e Ensure this policy is communicated clearly to all teachers, students, and parents at the
start of each academic year.

e Review homework practices during classroom observations and teacher appraisals.

e Discuss homework completion rates and quality at department and staff meetings each
term.

e Review and update this policy at least every two years, or following significant changes in
CBSE / ADEK guidelines.

Amendments:

Review 1 No Changes

Review 2 No Changes
Student wellbeing section;

Review 3 roles and responsibilities table;
prohibited practices, school leadership
are added

Approved By Signature

Principal — L&\bel‘_.

Mr. Paramijit Ahluwalia
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